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SIX MONTHS OF
EXCALIBUR
The latest news and updates from Excalibur Project

IN THIS ISSUE:
Project identity
Partners' presentations
In the spotlight
Field trials

Dear readers,
Welcome to EXCALIBUR newsletter! In this first issue, we are happy to introduce the
project and give recap of the first six months of implementation. You will find a
special article dedicated to our field trials, photos of our events and much more.
Thank you for following and visiting our website and social media to stay informed.
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PROJECT IDENTITY
Logo, website, and much more

Follow, love, and share Excalibur on social media:
Facebook: @Excalibur_h2020
Twitter: @excalibur_2020
Instagram: excalibur_2020
#ExcaliburProject #H2020 #BioDiversity #SoilManagement

The project logo was created and delivered
in the first month of the project. It was
designed to correspond to the project
objectives. It will be used on all materials
and products related to the project. You will
easily recognise Excalibur by the logo.
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PROJECT IDENTITY
Our flyer presents Excalibur in a nutshell

Our partners from
Inoculum presented
Excalibur at SITEVI
Exhibition in France on
26-28 November 2019
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WHO WE ARE?
Discover Excalibur family - The KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE
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EXCALIBUR IN THE SPOTLIGHT
It all started with Excalibur's kick-off meeting

KICK-OFF
MEETING
19-21 June 2019
at CREA
Firenze,Italy
The kick-off meeting was the first official meeting of all 16 partners from the
Excalibur Consortium.The meeting was organised by CREA, who is also the project
coordinator, and gathered 16 partners from 11 countries in Europe. The partners
got the chance to meet each other, discussed organisational, financial and
administrative matters and elaborate a strategy for the implementation of the
project. The first day of the meeting was as well open for attendance from
stakeholders, and the partners had the chance to welcome farmers,
researchers and producers.
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EXCALIBUR IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Excalibur is implemented by prominent experts in the field.
Thanks to all of them, only for six months the project reached dozens of
interested stakeholders in Italy, Poland, Slovenia, the UK, and many others online.

EXCALIBUR at a glance
The Excalibur Project is funded by the EU under the
H2020 programme. The Excalibur consortium
comprises a total of 16 partners, including research
institutions dealing with agriculture and
environmental issues, SMEs, farmer organizations and
manufacturers. For 60 months of activities, starting in
June 2019, the Project has the ambition of marking
the road to a biodiversity-driven change in the soil
management of crops through the
acknowledgement of the important role of soil
biodiversity conservation and exploitation.

Delivering
presentation at expos,
speaking to interested
stakeholders,
attending conferences
were just some of the
activities which
Excalibur's partners
did in the last six
months
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EXCALIBUR FIELD
TRIALS
A tool to assess the effect of microbial inocula to soil
biodiversity and plant performance
The field trials planned in the project are playing a key role to
achieve the project objective, which is to improve the knowledge
on soil biodiversity dynamics in relation to the different agroecological factors to enhance the efficacy of biocontrol and
biofertilization practices in horticultural farming. For this reason,
they have been defined in relation to the climatic and soil
characteristics present in the different countries of the project’s
partners institutions for the three crops concerned: apple,
strawberry and tomato (Fig. 1-3). In particular, the different
following factors, which are known to affect the efficacy of applied
biofertilizers and biopesticides, have been considered in setting
the trials:
Soil management (organic or integrated) – including the
following different practices: fertilization (organic/inorganic),
tillage (reduced/intensive), cover crops/mulching (yes/no), preplanting
inoculation
(yes/no),
soil-borne
pathogens
management (yes/no);
Canopy management – including the following treatments:
foliar/soil application of biofertilizers/biopesticides, frost
protection (yes/no);
Microbial-based
products
–
including
the
following
treatments: formulations (consortia or single strain), complex
formulations (microbial inoculum +plant biostimulant or single
product).

Authors of the article:
Eligio Malusá
Lidia Sas-Paszt
Małgorzata Tartanus
Instytut Ogrodnictwa
(Research Institute of
Horticulture INHORT), Skierniewice,
Poland.

The number of microbial inocula or formulations
planned to be tested in the different trials vary
depending on the aspect to be addressed (i.e.
plant protection in case of biopesticides or plant
growth in case of biofertilizers) and the strains
available. Furthermore, they depend on the
different characteristics/needs of the three crops
as well as of their production system (open field or
protected crop).
A comprehensive analytical assessment of initial
soil physico-chemical-biological properties for all
experimental sites is planned to be performed to
obtain
the
largest
and
deepest
possible
assessment of the native biodiversity in the field
hosting the
trials. This will be followed by the monitoring of
changes in these properties as well as by
evaluating how these properties are affecting the
inoculated strains during the trials.

Read the full article on Excalibur's website
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FIELD TRIALS APPLE AND STRAWBERRY
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SUBSCRIBE FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and
innovation programme under grant agreement No 817946. Our newsletter reflects only
the authors’ views and the EU is not liable for any use that may be made of the
information contained therein.

